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p.34-37
Nagato roads, going east to west

s g

) § e e

Ikoinomori Misumi Park Yumen Hot Spring Kazuki Yasuo Museam of Matusima Camp Site Nobase Deck fishing Murata Seifu Memorial
Art Hall

Misumi Villa The old house of historical- Whale Tomb Whale Museum Omijima Island Omijima Camp Site &-
(Murata Seifu's former res-  ly famous Hayakawa Family Beach
idence)

The original tree of Senzaki viewd from Mt. Omijima Takayama Auto

Saienji Temple Kaneko Mistizu
Natsumikan Oji Camp Site Memorial Museam
(Citrus natsudaidai Hayata)

Misuzu Park Renaissa Nagato Gakusajiki Tadanohama Beach Resort Yumoto Hot Spring Taineiji Temple
(Spectators' gallery)

Tawarayama Hot Spring N_Iara Kannon, goddess of Kumanoyama park Kiwado Hot Spring Niinohama Beach Resort Senjyojiki Park
Mercy

Heki Wind Park Sugamuta Park o Ryugunosiofuki, Goddess Tateishi Kannon Mt. Myoken View Park  Yuyawan Hot Spring
of Mercy

- = -

Igami Auto Camp Site Igami seaside Park Ohama Beach Kawashiri Cape Yang Guigei Park Tawarashima
“YY Beach 350"
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from the Edo period called the Akasaki Shrine
Amphitheater. It is circular, built like an ancient
Greek theater. This theater was origindly built to offer
dancing at the shrine, but later it also staged other per-
formances, including Kabuki. The style of theater is
very unusual in Japan and, thus, is designated as
national cultural property. Even today it is still used
for dancing and other festive events.

Furthermore, there is a girls' Kabuki theater in
Tawarayama. In 1851, Tawarayama Hot Spring was
destroyed in a fire, and Kabuki was performed to
appease the gods. After that, traveling actors, who
came for that performance, began to settle in this area
and established a local tradition of Kabuki. Even
today, Kabuki is still taught to children, and wonderful
children’s Kabuki is often performed.

Two new theaters are Renaissa Nagato and Raporu
Yuya Nagato provides various types of performances
here, from classical to contemporary.

p.28-33

Nagato'svision, A fresh breeze
— A futurecity of smiling faces against
a bountiful seaand land —

- Nagato is experiencing a

period of many changes.

The future of Nagato will

be furthered and secured

! by efforts on many fronts.

" The city industry will be

strengthened with a focus

on the development of the

“sixth industry,” combin-

ing agriculture, forestry,

fisheries, manufacturing,

commerce, and tourism. Nagato aso will utilize com-

munity-building strategies to insure positive living
environment and satisfied citizens.

Nagato city has developed a plan of action for

building a stronger community, with five basic goals

inmind.

1. A city protecting both nature and people

2. A city of flourishing “sixth industry”

3. A city with purpose and smiling faces

4. A city of individuality

5. A city of cooperative thinking and self-expression
Note: Primary industry refers to agriculture, forestry and fishing.
Secondary industry is manufacturing. Tertiary industry means the
service industries, such as commerce or tourism. “Sixth industry”
is a unique concept that sums primary (first), secondary (second),
and tertiary (third) industry—in other words, 1+2+3=6. This
phrase describes the city’s aim of achieving new industry through
the fusion of the three basic industries.

1. A city protecting both nature and people
Nagato’s spectacular natural environment is a
source of immenseloca pride. The city is blessed with
beautiful coastline and unique flora and fauna, such as
fireflies, calanthe orchids, and crinum lilies. On the
global level, the environment is suffering due to the

39

advance of urbanization and regiona development.
Thus it even more important to preserve the natural
environment so that future generations can enjoy the
peace of mind nature provides.

Nagato is striving to form a society that can coexist
with nature by promoting conservation awareness and
recycling programs. The city is aso building a com-
munity founded on the security and safety of its citi-
zens through strengthening crime prevention, disaster
prevention, and traffic safety among others.

2. A city of flourishing “ sixth industry”

Japanese industry is suffering from a combination
of factors including worldwide industrial reorganiza-
tion and prolonged economic stagnation.

In order to guide the city as a whole out of these
conditions, Nagato is making efforts, in cooperation
with local industrial circles, higher educational ingtitu-
tions, and research ingtitutes. The city is also utilizing
the skills and knowledge of dl its citizens; those who
have returned here to their birthplace, those born in
other rural settings and those who moved here from
major metropolitan areas. Nagato is fostering dynamic
local industries based on the “sixth industry” model to
meet the diverse, high-level needs of the twenty-first
century consume.

Fusing the primary, secondary, and tertiary indus-
tries to form a “sixth industry” will generate new
demand and make full use of abundant local resources.
The tourism industry will aso be strengthened through
the facilitation of tourist-resource networking. Nagato
wishes to promote all types of tourism. Experience
tourism allows visitors to find out what it is like to
actually like to live in Nagato. Efforts are aso being
made to encourage tourists to stay in Nagato while
exploring the surrounding region. These efforts cou-
pled with increased repeat-visitors will bolster
Nagato’s tourism industry. Industry vitalization and
dynamic community building are the key eementsin
congtructing a Nagato where all citizens can work with
vigor.

3. A city with purpose and smiling faces

Japan is currently experiencing a declining birthrate
and aging population. It has become the responsibility
of local communities to support child raising and
health services to allow a robust populace to lead
Japan in the twenty-first century. Nagato is doing its
part to build a healthy, safe environment for its citi-
zens.

The city is tacking health management on a com-

munity-wide basis. It isvital to tailor the public health,
medical, and welfare services to each citizen accord-
ing to their needs. Providing al citizens with appropri-
ate quantity and quality of service will allow them to
live meaningful lives throughout their life cycles.

Nagato is also encouraging volunteer activities,
building a community that assists in child raising and
the care of elderly and disabled persons. By maintain-
ing a healthy, happy population of all age groups,
Nagato will become a city full of purposeful, smiling
faces.

4. A city of individuality

Japan is undergoing educationd reforms designed
to create a pressure-free educational environment that
fosters individualism and strong will. Nagato has also
come to the realization that a truly modern lifestyle
requires a sense of spiritual fulfillment as well as evi-
dent success.

Looking to international examples, Nagato is rais-
ing its children to be leaders of society in the future.
By fostering community building, Nagato hopes its
citizens will learn and participate in enriching
exchange not only in childhood, but throughout their
entirelives.

In constructing a new community, Nagato hopes to
not only maintain the area’ s traditional history and cul-
ture, but also create new culture and forge new history
by capitalizing on the originality and individualism of
itscitizenry.

5. A city of cooperative thinking and self-
transmission

In order to develop Nagato to its fullest potential,
each and every citizen must play aleading role.

By encouraging all members of society to partici-
pate actively in community-building activities, Nagato
is promoting acity in which both citizens and govern-
ment think and act together and in which every person
can express themselves.




when whales migrated through the Sea of Japan. In the
past, people caled this area, “Kitaura,” which means
Northern Bay. Old-style whaling flourished in Kitaura,
from the Edo period until the Meiji period. In this old-
style of whaling, whales in the bay were caught with
net and killed by fishermen called hazashi, who would
climb onto the whale' s back to do their work. This old
style of whaling took place in the middle of winter and
was extremely dangerous, so the technique frequently
caused injury and even loss of human life. But never-
theless, whaling was essentid to the local population.
Whalers in Nagato always felt great compassion
towards their catch. Even today, long after whaling
has cease in Nagato, a ceremony is still held every
May in Kayoi to pray for the souls of orphaned whale
calves buried there.

This old-style of whaling came to an end in the
Meéiji period, when modern techniques began. Senzaki
in Nagato is the birthplace of modern whaling and
Japan's first whaling company was founded here in
1899.

Thereisaso awhae museum in Kayoi that exhibits
equipment used in whaling, explains whaling tech-
niques, and aso shows the lifestyle of afishing village
in the past. In Nagato, the whaling industry was espe-
cialy prosperousin Kayoi.

Today, whales no longer come to this area, but
many local people still have nostalgic feelings about
whaling. For people who live by the sea, whales are a
source of pride.

p.16-19
The bleeze swayed forest
Theroad to history and legend

Taineiji is avery old and famous temple. The tem-
ple's garden is surrounded by a forest, and there are
also many large trees in the garden. The garden is
aive with beautiful greenery in spring and colorful
foliage in autumn. Many tourists visit to see these
splendid sights.

Taineiji has asad history, too. The followers of feu-
dal lord Ouchi Y oshitaka rebelled against him. Ouchi

fled from the rebellion to Nagato. He waged his last
battle at Taineiji. Ouchi was defeated, however, and
committed suicide with the followers who had
remained loyal to him. The temple was burned down
a that time, but was later reconstructed by the ruling
Mori family. Though the Ouchi family brought much
wedlth and culture to Yamaguchi, the Kyoto-like city
they had built was nearly completely destroyed.

The temple is located between the famous, large
Yumoto Hot Spring and the more secluded
Tawarayama Hot Spring. Tawarayama Hot Spring isa
hot spring widely renowned for the healing properties
of the water. Many people come to the Tawarayama
hot spring seeking medical trestment and may stay in
Nagato for along time.

There are various legends in Nagato. One of the
most interesting is the legend that the beautiful Yang
Guifei escaped from the Tang emperor in China to
Nagato. ThereisaBuddhist statue at atemplein Yuya
that is said to have been possessed by the princess, and
also agravethat issaid to be hers.

p.20-21
The churning cobalt wind swept sea
Omijima; The Alpsupon the sea

The scenery on the Sea of Japan, near Omijima
idand is caled the “marine Alps’ because many rocks
here have been eroded by the rough waves into
intriguing shapes. If you want to see this scenery up
close, many pleasure boats offer tours of the area. If
you want to enjoy the natural beauty of Omijima
island, there are many convenient trails for hiking.
Either way, Omijima’'s
spectacular scenery is
suretobeimpressive. |

Omijimais part of the
Kitanagato Coast Quasi-
Nationd Park. The painter
Higashiyama Kaii, one of
the most famous artists in
Japan, was moved by this
scenery and used it as
inspiration for a mural of
the Imperid Palace.

p.22-23
From thewindy hill
Our terrassed hometown

Terraced fields are rice paddies built on the side of
mountains or hills. There are many terraced fields in
Nagato, and, among them, the terraced fields of Yuya
are especialy famous. These terraced fields are so
enchanting that they were chosen as one of the “100
best terraced-field scenery in Japan” by Japan's min-

istry of Agriculture. They also often attract many pho-
tographers. On summer evenings, the lights of many
fishing boats can be seen dlittering in the Sea of Jgpan
from the top of the terraced fields. The lights of the
boats appear to be dancing around on the ocean like
fireflies in the night's sky. Sadly, the number of ter-
raced paddy fields is gradually declining, and local
people are endeavoring to protect them by forming the
Y uya Terraced-Field Scenery Preservation Society.

Mukatsuku Peninsula, where most of the terraced
fields can be seen, lies between the Heki and Yuya
areas. The Senjojiki plateau on this peninsula has a
height of 333 meters, and there is always a strong
wind at the top. Nearby is the Heki Wind Park, a
wind-power generation plant with huge windmills.
There is also a spectacular view at night from
Senjojiki of the lights from the fishing boats.

p.24-25
The song of thekilns; Hagi yaki pottery
Nagato Fukawa Sounose

There are four kilns in Fukawa-Sonose that make
pottery known as “Hagi yaki.” Hagi pottery is said to
have begun in 1604. Mori Terumoto, when he was
congtructing a castle in Hagi, built a kiln for two pot-
terswhom he had invited over from Korea

After that, kilns were dso built in Nagato-Fukawa,
and many potters began to make pottery there. At that
time, the pottery made here was called “ Fukawa yaki,”
and pottery made in Hagi was known as “Matsumoto
yaki.” From the Edo period into the Meiji period,
however, the feudal system disappeared, and assis-
tance from the Mori clan ended, causing many potters
to moveto other areas.

The present-day potters
have passed on the fine tradi-
tion from generation to gener-
ation since the Edo period.
Their homesarein avalley of
the Sonose River, surrounded
by mountains. It is here that
they are inspired to create
origina works for the world
to appreciate.

p.26-27
Thewind of cultural change
The atomosphere of tradition and inno-
vation
In the center of Nagato there is an outdoor theater
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A BREEZE FROM NAGATO

PROLOGUE

The City of Nagato as we know it today was formed
on March 22, 2005, by the merger of four towns,
Nagato, Yuya, Heki and Misumi. Nagato is situated in
the northwest of Yamaguchi Prefecture. The Sea of
Japan lies to the north, and the coastline is designated
as the Kitanagato Coast Quasi-National Park. There
are many bountiful fishing grounds along this coast,
and the local fishing industry has flourished since
ancient times. Historicaly, Nagato was also famous
for whaling, and whales were captured when they
strayed into the bay of Nagato.

The coastline offers dramatically different scenery,
from the white beaches to the rocks that have been
eroded by the pounding surf of the Sea of Japan. In
particular, the idand of Omijima is famous for many
uniquely shaped rocks rising from the sea that are
known locdly as the “marine Alps.” The many other
impressive sights in Nagato include Senjgjiki plateau,
which provides a splendid view of the Sea of Japan;
the terraced fields of Yuya that rise from the shore to
the tops of hills; and Cape Kawashiri, which is sur-
rounded by deep bluish-green water.

Nagato also has five hot springs. The oldest are
Yumoto Hot Spring and Tawarayama Hot Spring.
Tawarayama Hot Spring is also afamous health resort.
Thelocation of the hot springs range from overlooking
the seaside to tranquil, rura surroundings.

Culturaly, well-known people from Nagato include
the children’s poet Kaneko Misuzu; the painter Kazuki
Y asuo, who based his works on experiences as a pris-
oner-of-war in Siberia; the famous Japanese play-
wright Chikamatsu Monzaemon, who is believed to
have been born in Nagato; and Murata Seifu, who
reformed the Hagi economy during the Edo period
(1603-1868). Such figures form the solid foundations
of Nagato's culture. This region’s history is aso well
known throughout Japan. The Ouchi family is famous
for bringing Kyoto culture to Yamaguchi before the
family’s reign came to an end here. In addition,
according to legend, Yang Guifei, who was said to be
the most beautiful woman in China, came to this
region to escape execution.

The Nagato community has been built against a
background of picturesque natural scenery, rich cultur-
al heritage, and a strong sense of history.

p.4-5
Relivethelife and time of Misuzu
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The children’s poet Kaneko Misuzu was born in the
Senzaki area of Nagato. An outstanding student who
was loved by everyone, Kaneko embarked on her
career as a children’s poet around the age of 20 when
she moved to the city of Shimonoseki to be near her
mother. Kaneko first began to read children’s verses
while working at Ueyama Buneido publishing compa-
ny in Shimonoseki.

Inspired by what she read, Kaneko submitted manu-
scripts to four different magazines, and al four of the
magazines published her work. As a result of this
exposure, the famous children’s poet Saijo yaso
praised her work, and Kaneko's reputation spread
throughout the country. Her poems, which are greatly
moving, combine profound inner thoughts with a
sharp insight into nature.

In Nagato, more can be learned about Kaneko's life
at tourist sights such as the Misuzu Road in Senzaki—
the street upon which she was born—and the Kaneko
Misuzu Memorial Museum.

p.6-7
A chanceto step inside painter Kazuki
Yasuo's studio

The Misumi area of Nagato City is well-known for
the Kazuki Y asuo Museum, which commemorates the
painter of the same name and houses a lifelike repro-
duction of hisart studio. Kazuki spent most of histime
in the studio, where he both painted and sculpted with
wood, tin or other materials. He enjoyed using real
objectsin his art, like pieces of wood or stones that he
discovered near his home or during walks on the
beach. Many of his sculptures are exhibited in the
museum, which gives visitors the feeling that they
have entered Kazuki’ s actual studio.

Kazuki is most famous for his paintings. His most
well-known works are the Siberia series, which are
based on his experiences as a prisoner-of-war in
Siberia. They are now kept at the Yamaguchi
Prefectural Museum of Art. On display at the Kazuki
Yasuo Museum are Kazuki’s other paintings, as well
as his sculptures and various persona items from his
lifetime.

p.8
Thelegendary birthplace of Chikamatsu
Monzaemon

Chikamatsu Monzaemon was an Edo-period play-
wright who wrote scripts for traditional Japanese the-
ater, such as joruri and kabuki. He is known as the
“Shakespeare of the East.” Legend has it that
Monzaemon was born in the area now known as
Nagato. However, this is controversial because other
cities aso claim to be his birthplace. The debate may
never be conclusively solved but the citizens of
Nagato are proud of Japan's most famous playwright
and cherish thelegend that he was born here.

The theory that he was born in Nagato has con-
tributed greatly to the city’s cultural development.

Recently, ten of Chikamatsu’s works were adapted
and performed over five years at Renaissa Nagato, the
city’s cultural center, which also houses a theater.
Both professional actors and locd citizens took part in
the performances.

p.9
The home of Murata Seifu, one of the
forefather of the Meiji Restoration
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During the Edo period, the region that is now
Yamaguchi Prefecture was ruled by the Mori family
of Hagi. Towards the end of the Edo period, Hagi
faced a severe financial crisis and was forced to imple-
ment economic reform. Mori Takachika, the thir-
teenth-generation feudal lord, entrusted the task to
Murata Seifu. Murata enforced economizing measures
and promoted the production of paper, wax, rice, and
sdt. In addition, Murata reformed armaments, build-
ing an arms storehouse in Edo (present-day Tokyo)
and holding defense training on the beach at Hagi.

After retiring from public life at the age of 63,
Murata lived a Misumi Sanso lodge, where he began
his work educating young people. He died at the age
of 73, but severa of his students went on to become
revolutionaries. Murata' s spirit was carried on by two
of his students, Y oshida Shoin and Takasugi Shinsaku,
who became driving forces behind the Meiji
Restoration of 1868.

p.10-15

Around Nagato

The North-West Wind blown sea
Theancient Whale habitat

When winter approaches, a northwestern wind
begins to blow over Nagato. This is the time of year
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